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A Christian is another Christ

Child Safe
Saint Monica’s is a child safe school. We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.
All volunteers at Saint Monica’s need to participate in a Volunteers Induction course before
volunteering.
All Volunteers need to have signed a 2021 Code of Conduct.
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A message from the Principal
Ms Fiona Dearn
Dear community of St Monica's,
As we prepare for the rest of the school year classes for 2021 are being finalised and
students will meet their classmates and new teachers next Tuesday at their transition
session.
As the year winds down we are finding that our students are getting tired easily and are
being challenged in their friendship groups. Wendy and I met with the year 5 girls during the
week to discuss three key messages. All of which are pertinent to all our students and I
would like you to reinforce at home.

1. That we need to look after ourselves. We are constantly taught to treat others well and we
ignore how someone else is making us feel. Our feelings are important and if someone is
making us feel uncomfortable or hurt these feelings must be attended to by reporting the
actions of others that are making us feel this way.
2. To treat others with respect at all times
3. To not be a bystander. If you see or hear someone causing harm to another it is important
to report this to a trusted adult . By standing by and not doing something you are saying that
what you are seeing/hearing is ok/acceptable to you.
All behaviour that is reported or seen/heard will be acted on. Students who are making our
school unsafe for others will be removed from the yard /class as per our behaviour
management policy.
We are very pleased to invite you to our end of year events. Our first whole school community
event will be the carols on Thursday 9th December at 6pm followed by graduation and mass

for our year 6 families on the 14th December.
This will be the last newsletter for 2021 and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
SAC, P&F, staff and families for your support for our school community during a year of
change and uncertainty. A particular thanks to Max Lamb who has led our school through
constant change.
A reminder that next Friday is a closure day for staff to prepare for 2022. Please see the Out
of School Care page for bookings on this day.
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas. May you be surrounded by your families during this
time. May God's love shine on you and keep you safe during this holiday season.
We look forward to welcoming you back to school on Monday 31st of January 2022.

Warm Regards,
Ms Fiona Dearn
Principal
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Dates to Remember
December 2021
Date
Activity
Tuesday 7th
Prep Transition Day 9am-11am
Whole School Transition (P-5) 11.45-1.45pm
Thursday 9th
Christmas Carols 6pm
Friday 10th
Whole School Closure Day
Tuesday 14th
Grade 6 Graduation - see office news for an IMPORTANT update
Wednesday 15th Last Day of School for Students 3.30pm finish

January 2022
Date
Friday 28th
Monday 31st

Activity
Teachers Resume for 2022
Uniform Shop open 12-1pm
Students Start
Prep First Day 9am-1pm

February 2022
Date
Tuesday 1st

Activity
Prep Second Day 9am-1pm

Date

Activity

Wednesday 2nd

Prep Rest Day

Thursday 3rd

Prep Third Day 9am-3.30pm

Friday 4th

Prep Fourth Day 9am-3.30pm

Wednesday 9th

Prep Rest Day

Friday 11th

Prep Welcome BBQ 3.45pm

Office News
Bron & Kirsten
2021 Graduation Mass
Dear Year 6 families ,
So we can keep track of the number of people attending Graduation Mass, could you please
book tickets via CDF Pay ($0 cost), this will allow us to arrange the space for those attending.
If you do not book tickets via CDF Pay it will be assumed you are not attending. Tickets must
be booked by 7pm Sunday 12th December 2021. Late bookings will not be accepted. We
appreciate your understanding in this matter.

2022 Direct Debit Letters
Just a reminder that 2022 Direct Debit letters need to be returned by 09/12/2021.
Please make sure these details are correct, sign and return your letter at your earliest
convenience. This will ensure updates are made prior to next year.

Disabled Car Park
We are asking parents /carers to be mindful as we have a number of students that require
the use of the disabled car park at the start and end of each day.
We are finding that our able bodied students are being dropped off and picked up from the
disabled car parks which is causing great frustration to the families of disabled students.

Volunteers required
Call out for anyone who has a love for sewing. We have some prayer cloths that require
hemming and your help would be greatly appreciated.

School Wide Positive Behaviours
Support
Angela Flood- Pastoral Care Leader

Student Awards
Be Safe

Be Friendly

Be a Learner

Religious Education
Mrs Kara Jury- Catholic Identity Leader
Confirmation & Eucharist Sacrament Mass
Celebrated on Sunday 28th November, 2021

After a few postponements our mass was finally held on Sunday at the Sacred Heart
Cathedral. It was wonderful and evident that our students were well prepared.
I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone for your ongoing support with the
preparation of the sacraments and to all those involved in preparing the candidates in
sacramental sessions.
To all those that offered assistance, words of encouragement and advice, printed booklets,
laminated certificates and checked spelling, I am incredibly grateful for all of your help.
Kara

Knights of the Southern Cross
The Knights of the Southern Cross is a national organisation of Catholic laymen who operate
with the support of Australian Bishops. Each year when our students receive the sacraments
of Confirmation and First Eucharist they are gifted rosary beads from the organisation. This is
a special tradition and we are very grateful for the ongoing support of The Knights of the
Southern Cross Bendigo.

ADVENT

Advent, which begins the Church’s liturgical year, began on Sunday, November 28.
Advent encompasses the four Sundays and weekdays leading up to the celebration of
Christmas.
The Advent season is a time of preparation for our hearts and minds for the anniversary of
the Lord’s birth on Christmas.
At St Monica's, we celebrate Advent by putting up an Advent Wreath and lighting candles in
each classroom. Teachers and students are encouraged to look at it and contemplate the
meaning of Advent.
The use of the wreath and candles during Advent are a longstanding Catholic tradition that
was originally adopted by Christians in the Middle Ages as part of their spiritual preparation
for Christmas.
The wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the Christmas season. The wreath itself,
which is made of various evergreens, signifies continuous life. The circle of the wreath,
which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul,
and the everlasting life we find in Christ.
Even the individual evergreens that make up the wreath have their own meanings that can be
adapted to our faith. The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering. The pine,
holly, and yew signify immortality and the cedar signifies strength and healing. The pine
cones that decorate the wreath symbolize life and resurrection. The wreath as a whole is
meant to remind us of both the immortality of our souls and God’s promise of everlasting life
to us through Christ.
The candles also have their own special significance. The four candles represent the four
weeks of Advent, and one candle is lit each Sunday. Three of the candles are purple because
the color violet is a liturgical color that signifies a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice.

The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called the “Prophecy
Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It

represents the expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah.
The second candle, also purple, represents faith. It is called the “Bethlehem Candle” as a
reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.
The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepard’s Candle,” and is pink
because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is
meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the
joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent.
On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle to mark the final week of
prayer and penance as we wait for the birth of our Savior. This final candle, the “Angel’s
Candle,” symbolizes peace. It reminds us of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth,
Good Will Toward Men.”
Some Advent wreaths include a white candle, this is a tradition that has become popular in
modern day adaptations.
The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Eve. This candle
is called the “Christ Candle” and represents the life of Christ. The color white is for purity—
because Christ is our sinless, pure Savior.
Celebrating Advent is an excellent way to prepare your mind and heart for Christmas.

Middle Unit Art class

Tie-Dye Sock Day
In Art class the 3/4 students created tie dye socks. As a way
to share their work with the rest of the school they wore their
tie dyed socks on Wednesday 1st December.

Library News
Our Holiday Reading Challenge is back again this year. To be in with a chance of winning 1
of 5 Scholastic Book Club vouchers, just simply log your reading over the holidays and return
your form at the beginning of next year. A recording sheet will be sent home next week
however if you find yourself without one you can download one here or a homemade one will
do.
Our library will be open on the following dates during the holidays for students who would
like to change their take home books or borrow a library book. Please enter through the gate
along Station Street.

Tuesday 4th January 9:30am-11:00am
Tuesday 11th January 1:30pm-3:00pm
Tuesday 18th January 9:30am- 11:00am

Reading challenge recording sheet.pdf

Parents & Friends
Community Connections
P&F Welcome Letter.pdf

Out of School Care
Pupil Free Day

Before School Care
Before School Care takes place in the school Library and is supervised by a staff member
between 8am and 8:30. After 8:30am students will be supervised by either a staff member on
the lower or in their classrooms.

Booking Options
Families can book a regular space, a permanent space or arrive casually with no booking.
Bookings can be made through the office.

Billing
All incurred fees need to be paid in advance.
This is made possible by the use of CDF pay.
Fee structure per child
Permanent Term booking = $100 A slot is held for your child every day of the Term.
Permanent Week booking = $10
A slot is held for your child every day of the Week.
Casual Day with no booking = $5 per day
Your child arrives before 8:30. Families in this circumstance will receive a letter requesting
payment of the casual day fee if no arrangements have been made and your child has
arrived early on a regular basis
As a school we completely understand that, at times there are extraordinary reasons for
arriving early and we can accommodate these special circumstances. On these occasions
families will not be billed. This structure is being put in place to help our families who need
extra help with before school care.

St Monica's YMCA After School Program
If your child needs quality care outside school hours, is between five and 12 years old, and
enrolled in primary school – they will love YMCA Before and After School Programs.

About us
We're proud to be part of the St Monica's School community in Kangaroo Flat, Victoria –
where we offer YMCA After School Programs (also known as Outside School Hours Care).
This service is run by YMCA Children's Programs – part of YMCA Victoria.
Our Before and After School Programs are designed to complement your child’s school
learning through activities and socialising. Your child and family can experience the following
benefits from being enrolled in our Before and After School Programs:
flexibility and support for families
enhanced emotional intelligence
improved cognitive development through activities.
We look forward to working with the children, parents and staff of St Monica's School to
deliver a high-quality program that your children love as much as we do.

Activities
Our Before and After School Programs offer:
arts and crafts;
board games and puzzles;
cooking;
creative and expressive arts such as drama, singing and dancing;
homework time;
gardening and recycling;
sports, ball games and team games.
We also provide healthy and delicious snacks, with breakfast being served in the morning,
and afternoon tea after school.

Co-located programs
The Y also offers the following services at the same location:
Kangaroo Flat YMCA School Holiday Program
care on curriculum days / pupil free days

Inclusion
We believe in an inclusive society for all children and families. Children with additional needs
are welcome to attend our program. Families should contact the OSHC Coordinator

beforehand to discuss your child's needs. Find out more about inclusion at YMCA Children's
Programs.

Session times
To accommodate our families, we offer the following care on school days:
After School Care: 15:00 to 18:00

Safeguarding and quality standards
At the Y, our highest priority is the safety and wellbeing of your child. We are an accredited
child-safe organisation with safeguarding and quality standards embedded across all our
services.
Child safety remains our highest priority during the coronavirus (COVID-19) period. Our
services have implemented a range of additional hygiene measures to ensure the health and
safety of children, families and staff. Learn more about these measures on our COVID-19
updates page.
Our team
We recruit, train and support our staff and volunteers to care for the children and young
people in our programs and services.
Find out more about the team roles for our Before and After School Programs.
Prices and subsidies
To support our families, we offer two types of bookings:
permanent bookings
casual bookings
The table below lists the 2021 daily programming costs for St Monica's YMCA Before and

After School Program.
These costs come into effect on Monday 8 February 2020.
Session
After school care
Pupil free day

Permanent booking
$28.30
N/A

Casual booking
$32.80
$84.00

Our programs qualify for the Federal Government's Child Care Subsidy. The Child Care
Subsidy helps eligible families access approved and registered child care providers, by

partially subsidising the cost of daily fees. Please note, the prices above do not include any
child care subsidy you may be entitled to, which could significantly reduce your out-ofpocket expense.

Bookings and enquiries
Enrolments and bookings are managed through an online system called My Family Lounge.
To enrol your child in our Before and After School Programs or submit a booking request go
to the Before and After School Programs bookings page for step-by-step instructions on
how to to get started.
Already have a My Family Lounge account with YMCA Children's Programs? Sign in here.
If you're not quite ready to book and have a few more questions, our team will be happy to
help - simply fill in our enquiry form and someone will get back to you.
Contact details
If you have any questions at all, contact us:
Telephone: 0400 160 933
Email: stmonicasandkangarooflathp@ymca.org.au

Location
St Monica's YMCA After School Program is located at:
St Monica's School
89-91 High St
Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555

What's happening

Information for Schools_ CMC Year 7 2022_Parent Evening and Orientation Day 231121 (002) (1).pdf

Parish news
Mass Times- St Monica's, Kangaroo Flat
Masses: Saturday December 4 at 6.00pm,
Sunday December 5 at 9.00am, 10.30am.
Baptisms and Weddings: by arrangement
Special Timetables for Christmas, Holy Week, Easter and other major festivals:
The Cathedral has regular Anointing of the Sick Masses and other special Masses.
For timetables for Christmas, Holy Week and Easter, special events, and information on
exhibitions and recitals see Sunday Bulletin.

Jackson Saunders
Congratulations to Jackson Saunders (past student) on his ordination to the Diaconate. We
look forward to many years of ministry with him in our Diocese

St Monica’s Christmas Social Lunch
Will be held on Sunday December 12, 2021 at 12 noon at Kangaroo Flat Bowls Club, Station
St Kangaroo Flat 2 course meal - $15pp - Bookings essential - Phone Carol 5447 7992 Please
note: Proof of Vaccination required.

Bunjil Basketball Club
Hi Everyone, Are you looking for a fun sport for summer that’s indoors?
Bunjil Basketball Club are looking for players for the upcoming summer competition.
To enter the Stadium at the moment all players and spectators over 12 need to be doubled
vaccinated.
We welcome all levels, especially beginner players.
All you need to do is bring a smile!
Girls & Boys Primary: Under 10’s (born 2013,2014)
Under 12’s (born 2011, 2012)
Inc Bunjil Basketball Club Inc©
Under 14’s (born 2009,2010)
Girls & Boys Secondary: Under 16’s (born 2008, 2007)
Under 18’s (born 2004, 2006)
Adult Women (Wednesday Competition)
Men (Monday Competition)
For more information contact Amanda on 0429 944 457.

