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Mother’s Day Prayer 
 

All-loving God, we give you thanks and praise for 

mothers young and old. 

We pray for young mothers, who give life and count 

toes and tend to our every need; May they be blessed 

with patience and tenderness to care for their families 

and themselves with great joy. 

We pray for our own mothers who have nurtured and 

cared for us; May they continue to guide us in strong 

and gentle ways. 

We remember mothers who are separated from their 

children because of war, poverty, or conflict; May 

they feel the loving embrace of our God who wipes 

every tear away. 

We pray for women who are not mothers but still love 

and shape us with motherly care and compassion. 

We remember mothers. grandmothers, and  

great-grandmothers who are no longer with us but 

who live forever in our memory and nourish us with 

their love. Amen. 

 

Happy Mothers Day! 

 
WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY  

FRIDAY JUNE 8th 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

MONDAY JUNE 11th 

Dear Families, 

Religious Educa,on is at the centre of both the formal and 

informal Saint Monica’s school curriculum. Saint Monica’s is 

characterised by a high propor,on of Catholic teachers and 

students, with visible Catholic symbolic culture and ac,ve 

sacramental and liturgical prac,ces. The values, ideals and 

challenges of the Gospel, embodied in the person of Jesus 

Christ, find explicit expression in the Religious educa,on  

curriculum and the way we do things at Saint Monica’s.  

Part of who we are is modelled in how we interact with each 

other and how we support each other.  

 

It is o<en said that at Saint Monica’s there is a certain feel to 

the school and the way we are community, and that feeling 

is a main reason why people choose to become part of the 

Saint Monica’s family This tangible presence or way of being 

is, us a community living out the compassionate ministry of 

Jesus Christ. This way of being is encapsulated in the Catholic 

Social Teachings, or CST for short.  

 

On Monday all the staff at Saint Monica’s were invited to 

Melbourne to further our understanding of CST. We had the 

privilege of spending the day with Sister Geraldine Larkin the 

Deputy Director for the Sandhurst Catholic Educa,on Office 

who also lectures at Australian Catholic University on CST.  

At Saint Monica’s our explicit teaching of Catholic Social 

Teachings states 6 principles upon which we base our lives. 

These principles cover all spheres of life - the economic,  

poli,cal, personal and spiritual. 

The 6 Catholic Social Teachings are  

• Dignity of the Human Person 

• The Common Good 

• Preferen,al Op,on for the Poor 

• Solidarity 

• Subsidiarity & Par,cipa,on 

• Stewardship of Crea,on 

Over the remainder of the Year I will be expanding upon 

each of these CST in the newsle)er. I will discuss what they 

each mean, how they can be found in our everyday and how 

we can integrate them further into our daily lives. 

 

Administra
on Office 

You may  no,ced we have  a few different faces in the office 

or the office may be una)ended  of  a Thursday & Friday for 

the remainder of this term. This is due to the office staff 

a)ending training for a new computer system being installed 

across the Sandhurst Diocese. I ask for your pa,ence and 

understanding in this ma)er as we try to improve the service 

provided to you and your family. 

 
School Information Night 

Wednesday 23rd  May at 6:30 in the 
Jaara Centre. 

 
School Open Week 

May 21st  - May 25th (9.00 - 3.30pm) 
Student led tours. 



 

 

CHILDREN’S CHATTER MATTERS  
 

In order to prepare for the language & learning demands of the school environment,  

children need ample time and opportunity to engage meaningful interactions with their family. 
Research suggests that the types of questions we ask and the quality of discussions we have with our 
children, from a very young age, are linked to school success. As children progress through the grades 
they must learn to use extended discourse in telling stories, giving  
explanations, reporting, expressing an opinion or writing an essay. Asking children “if, why and how” 
type questions allows them to deepen their thinking and prepare longer and more complex responses. It makes sense to build 
their confidence with extended discourse gradually, beginning with simple oral tasks. 
In each weekly newsletter this year, our school’s Speech Pathologist will provide some “family friendly”, fun oral language 
tasks aimed to enhance learning and literacy skills. 
We encourage you to set some time aside each week so that you can get the most out of your interactions with your child.  
In a busy household, sometimes the car is the best place for these focused activities. The key  
ingredients for a creative interaction are a time, a place, a willing talking partner or audience and an engaging  
topic or activity. 
If your child is reading a particular book at home or in class, try to incorporate words or ideas from that text into your  
activity. For example; if you are building your child’s use of describing words, select a character from your child’s reader to 
describe. Encourage increasingly expensive words such as the beautiful, gorgeous, stunning and breath-taking princess.   
Positive communication experiences at home help children feel accepted and valued. Growth in spoken language skills will build 
children’s self-confidence and help them learn to negotiate social interactions at school. This often transfers to other  
aspects of their learning and life. 
 
Ten activities will be provided each term focusing on key areas of oral language supporting literacy, learning and socialising. 
Feel free to adjust these activities according to your child’s grade level. 
 
The following link is to the most comprehensive website available that provides parents with activities that are free, easily 
accessible and enjoyable. Each activity has been carefully selected to reflect the highest  
quality, up-to-date research evidence on early literacy development. There is also advice for parents who are  
concerned about their child’s reading and language development. 
http://www.fivefromfive.org.au/parent-resources/ 
 
If you have any questions you can contact Vikki Stone Ed. Speech Pathologist through the School’s Special Education Coordinator, Max Lamb  
 
Good luck and most importantly, enjoy this very special time with your child. 
 

Vocabulary/Morphology activities: 

 
3. Guess what’s inside the bag: Fill a range of items in a cloth 
or any opaque bag. The children (and adults) are required to feel 
one of the items and describe it (in relation to its texture, size 
and shape) before trying to guess what the item may be.  
Encourage them to use interesting and different words rather 
than the usual – big, hard, square (considerably large, tough, four
-sided figure). This game could be played at home, in the  
classroom, in the car etc. as long as nobody takes a sneak peek in 
the bag. 
  
4. Reading:  When reading a text with your child, discuss words 
that have tricky meanings i.e. words you don’t hear or see very 
often. Develop a weekly list of tricky words e.g. exhilarated, 
frantic, ogre, pessimistic, ambled. Encourage your child to draw a 
picture of each word or find a picture of the word on google images. Get them to use the word after watching a TV program 
each day. For example, I was so exhilarated after watching my favourite show I couldn’t wipe the smile of my face. 
 
Morphology: Morphological awareness is a skill that helps students read and spell. It involves breaking up words into their 
root word, prefixes, and suffixes. These can be added or taken away from a word to alter its meaning. For example, the word 
unhelpful can be broken into: a prefix – un (meaning not), root word – help, and a suffix – ful (meaning full of). This could be 
explained as: not full of help. The following activities will help develop your child’s morphological awareness and improve indi-
rectly their fluency, reading comprehension, and spelling.  
 



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 

Monday 14th 
Principal Learning  Tour 

9.30 am 

Friday 18th 

Principal Learning  Tour 

9.30 am 

 

Monday 21st 
Open Week 

 

Tuesday 22nd 
Open Week 

 

Wednesday 23rd 

Open Week 

Enrolment Information Evening 

6.30 pm 

 

Thursday  24th 
Open Week 

 

Friday 25th 

Open Week 

Whole School Mass 

9.30am  

Jaara Centre 

 

Tuesday 29th 

Principal Learning  Tour 

9.30 am 

 

Thursday 31st 
Principal Learning  Tour 

9.30 am 

 June 

Friday 8th  

 

Whole School Closure Day 

 

Monday 11th 

Public Holiday 

Queens Birthday   

 

Monday 25th Dental Visit 

Tuesday 26th Dental Visit 

Wednesday 27th Dental Visit 

Thursday 28th Dental Visit 

Friday 29th 
 

Dental Visit 

Last day Term 2  

School finishes  @ 2.30 pm 

 

Skoolbag App 
There is a school app available for your convenience. 
We would like to invite you to download the new school 
app which is available from the app store. Click on the 
app store icon enter St Monica’s Kangaroo Flat. Now 
you can receive up to date notices! 

MERCY IN ACTION 

What is it? 

A few years ago at a P&F meeting, it was suggested 
that as a school community we may be able to assist 
families within our school in times of need, sadness 
and happiness, i.e. illness, death in the family, birth 
of a baby etc.  It was decided that a simple way we 
could achieve this was to provide basic food items for 
families at these times.  So Mercy In Action was  
established, it continues today as an extremely  
positive and successful program – a way to show we 
care for and support each other here at St. Monica’s 
School. 
 
How does it work? 

Families are asked to become part of the program by 
offering to donate a food item to be stored in our 
freezer, ready to be given when a need arises.  Food 
items need only be basic, just like what you would 
have at home with your family.  
 

How can you help? 

It’s easy, just fill in the form below and return it to 
school or shoot me a quick email.  When a need 
 arises we will contact you to provide an item for the 
freezer.  This is truly a worthwhile program, so 
please consider being part of it.   

Thank you all for your support. 
Wendy McIntosh 

                         Student Welfare Worker  
     wmcintosh@smkangarooflat.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
�……………………………………………………………… 

Mercy In Action - 2018 

 
� Yes, I am willing to be part of Mercy In Action. 
 
Name:……………………………………………….. 
      
Contact number: ……………………………………. 
     
Eldest child’s name & class:………………………... 
    
Email………………………………………………… 
 

I am able to provide:  (please tick) 

  �   Casserole    
  � Sausage Rolls/Pastries 
  �  Dessert   
  �  Soup  
  �  Cakes/Slices  



 

 

Are you eligible for public dental care?  

 
All children aged 0-12 years and all Aboriginal 

and/or Torres Strait Islander people are eligible 
to access public dental services and are offered 

the next available appointment.  

Treatment is free for people who hold a health 
care card; a minimal co payment may  be  

required for people who do not have a health 
care card.   

Call Bendigo Health public  
dental service  

5454 7994  

 
* Last week students from Grade 

Prep-6  received  
 “Consent to Oral Health Screening” 

Please return these to school by Monday 

18th June. Thank you!  

Joshua Remi Shay 

Davi Raff Lachlan 

Say Ku Indi Leni 

Logan Abigail Maggie 

 Jesse Emmanuella 

 Ella Paw Dae Yan 

Grace 

Nash 

Abby 

Esslemont 

Joselyn 

Emma 

Sienna 

Bailey 

Xavier 

Jorja 

Makayla 

AJ 

Alwin 

Eh Khu 

Bella 

Hayden 

 

 

Preps 2019 

If you have a child who will be starting here in 
 prep next year could you please return the slip  
below. This is very important as all siblings of  
current families will be accepted but I need to  
know the numbers ASAP. We are having a lot  
of interest in the school and I need to be sure of  
our numbers. 

Yes we have a child starting Prep in 2019.  
 

Family Name:________________________  
 

Child’s Name:________________________ 
 

Male:____________Female______________ 

ENROLMENT INFORMATION FOR 2019 

School Information Night 
Wednesday 23rd  May at 6:30 in the Jaara Centre. 

School Open Week 
May 21st  - May 25th (9.00 - 3.30pm) Student led tours. 

Principal Learning Tour 
Monday 14th May - 9:30am - meet at the school office 
Friday 18th May - 9.30am - meet at the school office 
Tuesday 29th May - 9:30am - meet at the school office 
Thursday 31st May - 9.30am - meet at the school office 
 

Prep Information Session - time & date TBA 

Prep Orientation Program Dates 
Tuesday 20th November 9:15am - 10:30am 
Tuesday 27th  November 9:15am - 10:30am 

Whole School Orientation Day – Tuesday 4th Decem-
ber 9.15am-11:00am 

Enrolments commence Monday 14th May 

Assembly 
 Will be held every second Monday  

in the Jaara Centre. 
Next assembly 21st May at 2.50 pm. 

NEWSLETTER 
Now the school has its own app the newsletter will not be  sent home in 
Hardcopy. You may download the newsletter weekly via the school 
App or the school website. If you are unable to view the  
newsletter electronically and wish to receive a hardcopy weekly please 
return the reply slip below  ASAP.   

Please email us if you wish to be sent a link to  
newsletter weekly.  

admin_office@smkangarooflat.catholic.edu.au 

�   Yes,   
 
The _____________________________________Family 
would like to receive a hardcopy of the newsletter fortnightly. 
 
Eldest child’s  

Name/class_____________________________________ 



 

 

�AR�N�S & F�I�
�S 

Mother’s Day  Breakfast! 
This Morning we had a great turnout  to cele-

brate all the wonderful mothers, grandmothers 

and special people in our lives. 

A huge thanks to everyone who enjoyed or as-

sisted with  making breakfast a great event. 

◊ Cooks  

◊ Caterers 

◊ Cleaners 

◊ Families  

◊ Sponsors 

◊  
Loddon Valley Eggs can be purchased from most supermarkets. 

LODDON VALLEY 

EGGS 

Tuesday  15th May P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

Tuesday  12th June P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

Tuesday  17th July P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

Tuesday  14th  August P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

Thursday  30th August Fathers’s  Day Stall 

Friday 31st August Father’s Day Breakfast 

Sunday 2nd September Father’s Day 

Tuesday  11th September P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

Tuesday  9th October P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

Tuesday 13th November P& F Meeting @ 7.00pm 
Staffroom 

With Many Thanks!!!With Many Thanks!!!With Many Thanks!!!With Many Thanks!!!    
To Susan Ramsay and her band To Susan Ramsay and her band To Susan Ramsay and her band To Susan Ramsay and her band 

of helpers for a very successful of helpers for a very successful of helpers for a very successful of helpers for a very successful 
Mother’s Day Stall.Mother’s Day Stall.Mother’s Day Stall.Mother’s Day Stall.    

It is a delight to see the children It is a delight to see the children It is a delight to see the children It is a delight to see the children 
with their shopping bags .with their shopping bags .with their shopping bags .with their shopping bags .    

CANTEENCANTEENCANTEENCANTEEN    

DATE TIME NAME 

Thursday 
17th May 

9am—11am 
Kelly McCuskey 

Karl Sewell 

Friday 18th 
May 

10.30am -  
Midday 

Glynis Burby 

Thursday 
24th May 

9am—11am 
Katie Canterford 
Natasha Penna 

Friday 25th 
May 

10.30am -  
Midday 

Ebony Hunt 

Thursday 31st 
May 

9am—11am 
Katie McCloy 

Elleasha Brown 

Friday 1st 
June 

10.30am -  
Midday 

Susan Ramsay 

Thursday 7th 
June 

9am—11am 
Melinda Kennedy 

Kylie Zappelli 

Friday 8th 
June 

10.30am -  
Midday 

Michelle Gray 

Thursday 
14th June 

9am—11am 
Kellie Duggan 

Katie Canterford 

Friday 15th 
June 

10.30am -  
Midday 

Sue Pearse 

Thursday 21st  
June 

9am—11am Natasha Penna 

Friday 22nd 
June 

10.30am -  
Midday 

Lee Savy 



 

 

SPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTS    

*KELLY SPORTS BEFORE SCHOOL CARE  

MULTI-SPORTS SESSIONS** 
"Do you work early in the morning & need someone to look after your child/ren?" 

"Ever wondered how you could help your child concentrate more at school?" 
If you answered YES to either of these questions, then why not try an exciting & energetic Kelly Sports Before School Care  

Multi-sports Session to KICK start their day.  
-7:30am-8:30am  
-Monday -Friday 
-$12 per session  

-Casual (24hrs notice) & permanent bookings available  
-New sport everyday 

-Heaps of FUN & a great way to make new friends & build self confidence. 
  

Unfortunately these programs will not continue if we do not get students to participate! 



 

 

BEWARE  
 

Parking Inspectors are out in full force 
patrolling the area and  
giving out fines to people who are not obeying the 
parking signs.  

Eg Bus Stops, disabled park and time limits. 

HEAD LICE FACTS: (The things you’re not being told!)  
Head lice treatment do not kill eggs!  
WHICH MEANS:  
Remaining eggs will still hatch after treatment  
occurs. 
Lice from hatched eggs can mature enough in 7 
days to lay eggs. To avoid this happening treat again in 6 days 
(not 7 as treatments indicate!) 
Eggs can take up to 10 days to hatch!  WHICH MEANS: Eggs 
are still hatching after second treatment. You need to treat the 
child’s hair till they are clear, not by the label! 
Conditioner/comb method is very effective (especially when 
used with a “KP24” comb) Even if you are not using this meth-
od to treat it is handy to use it on all members of the family to 
establish who needs to be treated before  
tackling the Head lice “cycle” 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILDS HAIR AS THE 

SCHOOL HAS HAD  A REPORTED CASE OF HEAD 

LICE. 

Book Fair 
Thank you for your support of our Scholastic Book 
Fair last week.  Even though we started off with 
some hiccups, thanks to a tyre blow out, our fair 
made over $5000.  
It was wonderful to see the library abuzz with so 
many students, parents and families eagerly  
browsing the shelves.   
With such a spectacular response, the school will 
receive over $2000 worth of books in reurn.   
Thank you to all the parent volunteers who helped 
decorate, run and pack up the fair and a very  
special thank you to Ann Gibson who is very  
passionate about her work in our school with  
Scholastic and with Book Club.  
Thanks again for your support.  



 

 

   

     
 Hailey Blackmore 1/2 H  
 Cooper Scoble 1/2 T 
    

R J��ns�	 

08/05/2018 

COOL CATS OF THE WEEKCOOL CATS OF THE WEEKCOOL CATS OF THE WEEKCOOL CATS OF THE WEEK    

Class of the Week Class of the Week Class of the Week Class of the Week     

Prep Flood 

5/6 Nally    

  AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance::::    

Connor  Boscoe PP 

Jaimee Ring  3/4 R    

        PunctualityPunctualityPunctualityPunctuality: : : :     

Isabella Lewis 1/2 M  

AJ Poulton 5/6 F 
 

Are the cool cats of the weekAre the cool cats of the weekAre the cool cats of the weekAre the cool cats of the week    

WELL DONE!WELL DONE!WELL DONE!WELL DONE!    

School Is Cool!School Is Cool!School Is Cool!School Is Cool!    

    

PBIS 

R J��ns�	 

08/05/2018 08/05/2018 

R J��ns�	 

 
Thomas Pluck PP 
Katelyn Hunt PP 
Demi Stapleton 1/2 H 
Alex Adcock 1/2 T 
Sophie Bennallack 3/4D  

 
Liam Monro  3/4 D 
Tabitha Bak 3/4DR 
Billy Smith 3/4 DR  
Byron Bullock 3/4 O 
Sienna McCuskey 3/4 O 

 
 

 
Tahj Lamprell 1/2 H 
Sienna  Weber 1/2  
Lachlan Douglas 3/4 D 
Loviana Tuitupou 3/4 D 



 

 

PARISH NEWSPARISH NEWSPARISH NEWSPARISH NEWS    

DO YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW OF,  
NEED PRAYERS? 

  

Parishioners are invited to pray  
our Parish  Prayer each day at 8.00am  

and/or 8.00pm, for the needs of the parish  
and any other special intentions.  

  
Our Parish Prayer: 
God our Father…  

We give thanks for all your gifts to us.  
We ask you to bless our parish community, 

that we may know and love you more.  
Help the parents of our parish 

to give good example to their children,  
and may our youth  

feel part of our parish community.  
To the sick and lonely,     

grant health of mind and body;  
to the aged, bring serenity;  
to those in sorrow, peace.   

May each parishioner grow stronger in faith.   
May our love for each other 

become deeper in our day to day living. 
We make this prayer through Christ the Lord.     

      Amen.   

Parish Vision 

The purpose of our Parish is to become a  

community  

where God is worshipped, the Gospel is lived, 

the faith is shared and we are servants to all. 

 Mass Times 

 
May 

 

Sunday 20th  

Sacrament Of Eucharist and 

Confirmation 

Sacred Heart Cathedral  

11.00am 

 

Friday 25th 

Whole School Mass 

9.30am 

Jaara Centre 

 

 June 

Friday 8th The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 August 

Friday 3rd 

5/6 Unit Mass 

9.30am  

St Monica’s Church 

 

Friday 24th 

Feast of St Monica  

Whole School Mass 

9.30am  

Jaara Centre 

 

South East Cluster Mass Times 

Monday 
 

Poor Clare Convent 
 

Tuesday 
St John of God 

 

Wednesday 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 

Bethlehem  

 

Thursday 

St Joseph’s Quarry Hill 

St John of God  Hospital 

 

Friday 
Sacred Heart Cathedral 

St Monica’s 

Saturday 
St Joseph’s Quarry Hill 

St Monica’s  

Sunday 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 

St Monica’s 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 

Sacred Heart Cathedral 

 

8.00am 

11.30am 

 

8.00am 

11.30am 

 

8.00am 

11.30am 

 

8.00am 

9.30am 

 

6.00pm 

6.00pm 

 

8.30am 

9.00am 

11.00am 

6.00pm 

 

Sacramental of Confirmation  

&  

Eucharist Preparation 

 

St. Monica’s Primary School 2018 
 

Tuesday 15th May 

Our Time Together – Session 6 
Parents and Parish companions  

2.30pm @ St Monica’s 

 
Wednesday 16th May 

Mass Rehearsal at the Cathedral 
Time: 12pm 

 
Sunday 20th May 

Confirmation / Eucharist Celebration 
11am at the Cathedral 



 

 


